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#r d lmited prohibition, as being belter or
¥ime Lan another. My opinion is perfectly
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4550 law of 1533, whose modification in 1549
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‘ete ¥ & moment, whea such considers-
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Nl which has followed, and which may

“hiaie, 1o man cam tell how. A wise and
fdeis course on Lhe part of that Legislature,
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Lrascky, for the present, and for many years
:“-7" Most of the leadiug men who have

- vl 1 resistanice by Uhe reckless course
¢ st Leginlatare, and of the pro-slavery
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by: and the greut principle of absolute non-

o the sellled principles
ressonable wishes of a vast portion, if indeed
it should not prove the majority of the people,
= forced directly, by the coarse of events, upon
the decision of the community. | oppose, sb-
solutely, the impertation of slaves into Ken-
tueky. Let we state, brietly, some of my lesc-
g ressons:

L. In my opinion, we have already as RNy
slaves in Kentucky us is consistent with any
posaible view that can be-taken of the subject,
dniess we are prepared 1o say that slavery is, in
itelf, u blessing, nud that it is good 1o lncrease
it by all possible means. If slavery is to cone
tinue in Kentucky, therecau be no possible ad-
vaniage {n o kiog the Lisck race increnss upoa
the white asier than it will do, by wnatural
menns; if slavery is ever 1o cease here, it i,
mere folly o sugment the nomber of slaves by
irtificial means.

= The effect of the free importation of
daves into the State, must necessar iy diminish
the value and injure the quality of thuee alreadsy
bere. Those who now own sleves, bave & -
recl julerest on both these acoonats, in potting
an end to the import trade of slaves. Those
who own noue, hiad infinitely belter purchase,
“vedl al a somewhat higher price, slaves of good
character kmown to them, thau oblain from the
slave-dealer the refuse slaves of other Statea
Aund the whole community has the groalest ln-
terest; if slavery Is to be perpetuel, to have
home born, sad not foreign slaves—thal fs.
slavery in ils best, and not in its worss form
3. The idea that it is an injury te the slave
purchaser to prohibit him to buy where he can
buy cheapest, and a monopoly to theslaveown-
or Lo prevent further imporiation, Ay seeln
cousistent in the mowth of o free-trader, but is
folly in the mouth of & man who is io favor ol
a taniff upoun any thing at all, much less pro-
wctive turifl; for surely, protecticn ic favor of
goud slaves aud against bad ones, Is the most
reasonable of sll forms of warif. Bat in the
woulh of the free-trader the argament is au il-
‘aslon; for he has no right to eurry ona traffc
that reduces the value of all the property iu the
State, of the sort be trades in, for his single
benefil, and that to an extent many thousand
tites greater than the benefit he roaps; especinl-
y whea the traffic lteelf is revolting to the pub-
lic conscionce, and must necessarily be detri-
weatal to the public worality, securty, jiros-
perity and peace.

4. The very nature of the traffic itself, no
maiter what may be the objccls or the effects of
t, and the common judgment and econscience
of mankind o regard 1o it, are rensons enough
why a free, sensitive and Erherous pecple
should refuse to sanction it. There is no plea
for it that is not sordid, no defence of it that
10es pol violate fundamental principies of right;
U0 mode of carrylug it oo thet Is neot fmught
with cruel disregard of the feelings and ties of
the subjects of it; no result of ii that compen-
sates for the evils inherent [n 1t nature,

2. I is kdle o say that the traffic in slaves, as
mercaandize, may be pul anend to, but the per.
sons should be allowed to lmport them for thair
own wse. Tosay nothing of the case with
which all such distinetions may be svaded in
practice, the ultimate result is precisely the
same in every possible point of view, both per-
sopally and publicly. Even the miaulest de-
tails may be the very same in both ceses, for
ilie ultmale purchaser bas ouly to msake the
regular trader his agent before the fact, lnstead
of after the fact—that fs, give him an order
to purchase instead of purchasing out of his
grug. And woreover, the distinction ou which
the whole differsnce rests is sbsurd, for a man
ks 28 much right to make money by trade as
by izbor; and sarely if oue man may lawfully
make MODey by buping wmegroce, auuther M}
do it law=-fally by sellsing them, nnd if it is right
to import them for gain, to work, why (s I
wrong te import themn for gain, to sell!

6. The whole process is in the highest degree
injurious to the pecuniary interests of the com-
munity. A more effectual mode of deranging
all the commerce of the Statacould uot be de-
vised, than bringing back to it, for a few years
insuccession, the prineipal part of the value of
its exports, io slaves. A surer way of redocing
the value of all the products of land, and then
of the land iwelf, conld haraly be imagined,
than stimulating prodoction by importing
slaves, without at the same time and in an
equal degree, (neither of which would be the
case | providiog consumers for e ipcreased
production; for the whole productive valoe of
slave property rests on the single fact, that they
prodace more than they consume, the differ-
eace belng the master's profit. In Kestocky,
the grand evil of our condition in & pecuniary
peint of view, is over prodoction of the pro-
ducts of the earth, and consequent ruinous
fluctostions in prices; snd the grandes: aggrara-
Uon of that evil in our powsr 1o prodoce,
would be the importation of slaves.

Perhaps the very greatest resson in favor
of the absolate prohibition of sny lurther slave
imporiation, is drawn fromn considerations con-
pecled with the labering classes of the white
populstion. Seven-eights of the people of this
Sinte, perhups a larger proportion, do not own
slaves; and the most of this irymense majority
of our white people, live by toil; very many of
them belug io extremely indigent circumstan-
ces. A wise and patriotic Statesman will con-
sider well the effects of every measure upon
this vast and most important population, before
he adopts it; nnd iostead of abusing their confi-
dence and misleading them to their own lasting
injury, for vile, seifish and partisan purposes,
will repay their noble trust in him, by enlight-
ening them in regard to their own [nterest apd
duties, tonching objects which lie out of the
ordinary range of their own enquiries. And
they themselves, however they may be deceived
for m time, by those they have been accustomed
to confide in, must, ut last, be forced by their
misfortunes, to the sober considerstion, and true
view of their real luterests; und then they will
exact a deep recompense from all men, and all
parties that have conepired to delude and to un-
do them. This is the history of popuiar com-
motions und popular excesses, in il free coun-
tries; mankind cherish & just and a lesting ab-
horrenes of those who wilfully deeeive them.
The party leaders of Kentacky may well pon-
der, what they wre laying up for themselves, in
years lo come, and for Lheir memories when
they are gone. The mass of the poor men of
this State, have just this alteraative, to keep ne-
groes oul of Kentucky, or to move out of it
themeelves. Every slave that fs brought here,
must creat= a market for what he produces,
which he never does; or e must reduce, by the
whole extent of what he produces, which he
always dogs, the chaness of some poor while
man, to make a vcomfortable “‘!Ilz by honest
industry. Now if the laboring whites are will.
ing to quit the State, or to be reduced to deeper
rty, they have nothing to do, bu: te estab-
ish the domestic slave trade, If the people of
Keatucky consider it better to have slaves in-
creased, and the laboring clusses of the free
white people diminished, nothing will more ef-
fectually aecomplish thelr wishes, than the firm
estublishment of the trade in slaves As for
myself, my principles, m{ wishes, anc my alims
are ulterly different. entucky hos, in my
opinion, no interest that is hi than the pre-
servation and improvement of her bardy, en-
terprising, and generous sons. No curss could
befall her, at once mose blighting sad disgrace-
ful, than the of this noble population,
for a race of unhappy and degraded slaves.

I have consldered this question, hen.zlnly
in the light of an increase of the sluves, by im-
rnnuon. and the effccts of that incruase. And

confidently demand of every man, whe will
patiently consider what | have writteu—wheth-
er he has heard, or can imagine satisfuctory an-
swers to what I have now briefly soggested—
end whether be bas heard or can inagive suf-
ficient and | t arguments, irrespective
of the considerations 1 have adduced, to justify,
much lese 10 © this Ccm.l::nwfallh. to
leave open, by & fendamental permanant
sct of mlnzylty.l door 1o sach lesting and
incalculablo evils; a door which no as-
sigoable good can cater? Close il iy country-
.‘-l.cl-lttomer. l:ulﬂl’m

Emancipation—for

will nbide the issne. The time to discuss modes
of slave importation, and shades of difference
between varions sorts of slave trading, is gone

importation which eught to have beon coneeded
and  earnest and

by the people under the new Constitution .
Those who are acquainted with the constitu-

that the subject ‘& generally presented to the
public mindin s form essentially different from
that it which it exists i our fundamental law,
I'Lere is no constitetional definition of slavery,
i thin State, and there gsever was one, There
i® bo constitational desiguation of those who
ars, or who may be slaves, por asy constitu-
tonal descriptior of them; and there never
wis. Theclause ia our present Constitution
18 taken, word for word, from the previcas Coun-
stitution of 1792, which was the first Coustita-
tion of the State. Nelther the old Constitution
of Virginia, of which State Koutucky was
originelly a part, not any general statnte of the
Britkeh Parlbmment, in foree in Virginia before
the Ravelution, nor suy principle of the Com.
mou Law of Euglsnd, nor any other soyereign
2cl, vor any bnprescriplable usage, ever exisiad
‘toai be plead usthe foundation of slavery, as
it now existe in this Commouwealth. Both of
our State Constituiions tolernted, and regulated
slavery.  Neitherof them goarantied it, neither
of them defined it. Both of them |imited it;
both of them retanad, in the hands of the
Lagisiature, the power to abolish it, st apy time,
aud by nuy methed, on the solitary condition
of payiong for the siaves; and both furnished the
Leginlntare with the valimited power of taxa-
don, by which to provide the means for that
use, wheuever the Legislature thought properto
d¢ them in that way. Owurearly laws say that
those way be slaves in Kentucky, who were
sieves, ol a particular period nesmed in them,
ind that the descendaats of the females of those
thea slaves, on) alwo bo slaves. Upon these
grounds alavery has ever stood, in this State.
I the Constitution of Kentncky should be per-
fectly wilent on the subject of slavery, then there
would be un absolute power in the Legisiature,
2y a simple repeal of existing laws o put an
end to slavery; or by any modification of those
Inwe, thut any Legisiature might think proper
Lo sdopt, 10 modify the whole institution in say
way they thought fit. 16 is manifest, thetefors,
apon the shightest consideration of the fasts of
the case, that the people of Kentocky have al-
wnys possessed, aud have always been fully
aware Lhat they possessed, an uolimited power
over the whole subject, whenever they wers as-
wemnbled in Convention. It Is farther mauifest,
on the slightest consideration, that this power,
#0 fur from belng himited in its own asture,
eouid uot in its very natare, be parted with, ex-
rept by express coastitetionsl provisions, ner
#ven Wen, for aperiod longer than the existence
of the purticular Constitution which containnd
the special provisions. It is therefore utter-
Iy absurd, both in point of fact and in point
of reason, to coatend, as many do, that the
Coustitution of the United Siales, cr auy
past acl of woversigoty exercised by tfe
preople of Kenlucky-—or the nature of the

case—pleces any sort of limitation upon the
power of the people, to do what they please
or to co pothing, o regnrd to s'avery, in the

Constitution they are sbout to form.” It is also
clear, that there is not only a high propriety,
by u very urgent necesmsily, that the people
thould, is the sew Constitution, as they did In
both the old oses, fully and clearly vapress
themselves on Use subject of slavery, ancé by no
means leave & subject of such magunitude and
imporiance, either in townl sileuce, or undeter-

mined. Todo this inteligently sud wisely,
uecessarily luvolves, inthe present state of pub-
e opinion, the Juli consderation of the sub-
ject, and to thatend, its foee giscussion. Asloug
a8 the old Constitation remains unchanged, it

W unposssible, without revelation, to exercise
any power prohibited by it. The call of the
Convention repiaces the people in the same con-
diten they occupled before they made the Con-
stitution of 1795, Defors they made that of
1798, All power is again in thair hands, and
they wre ugain, jor the third time, called on to
cecide whal use they will make of this powes,
ia regard to slavery Wil they mako a greater
surrender of it than they did in 1792, of 17997
Will they make n less surrender of it than they
did at those pericds! Wil they make for the
third time, precisely the sune surrender of pow-
erby the new Coastituticn? “These are the real
questions, that present the whole subyect, and
exhuust it, and determine the future condition
of slavery in this State,

They are questivns of vast moment to the
prople of Kentucky; mad their decision will
effect, probably for a ong course of time, wod
very deeply, all the great interests of the State.
There are very few candidates for the conven-
tlen who are known Lo have avowad themselves
u8 favorable Lo the last of the three preceding
propoesitions; that is to lae transfer, word for
word, of the clause in regard to slavery, from
the constitution of 1799, 10 that of 1549, an it had
been transforred from that of 1792, to that of
I7%. This is remarkable; for certainly a very
large party ™ Kentucky occupy this precise
ground; und it is strangs that they have not
sought to be represented iu the convention.
But this purty has, if they will aet wisely, an ul.
terior wecurity. Let them insist on having the
new constitution submiitied, for mtification, to
the vole of the people, anc then, if it is not made
to their mind, help 10 reject it,and to retain the
old one. Insuch cootingency they may yot
find the Emancipation party their most eflec-
tive sllies; for sorely every man of this latter
party, will greatly prefer the old constitution
to apy new one, thul may give to slavery, in-
creased sirengih or perpetuity. The bulk,
bowever, of the proslavery candidates for the
convention, and the bulk of that party, so far
from agreeing that slavery is an evil—which
it is the misfortune of the State to be obliged to
toierate—profess Lo conmider it a great advan-
tage and blessing which it is our duty to foster,
to enlarge and to perpetuate. They desire to
suricund it, with new constitotionsl guaran-
ties, to make it more difficult to be abolished, in
all time to come; and Lo secure the constitution-
al prohibition of manemissions within this
State, and the constitutional guaranty of slave
impartations inw it. The barden of their dis-
Guisitions is the divige origin of the right of pro-
perty of man in man, the marked approval of
slavery by Christ acd his Apostles—the im-
mense superiorivy of the people in slave-hold-
ing communities to all other people—the vast
advunlages of slavery, in a m » sovial, and
pecuniary point of view: the licentiousness,
poverty, and degradation of the poor whites, in
tll eountries where there ars no slaves; thetur-
pitade, folly, and impracticability of all schemes
of Emancipation; the uiter unfitoess of ne-
groe for any other condition than slavery; and,
t4 Lhe conclusion of the whole, the necessity
for larger surrender of puwer by Ihe.rooplo in
the mew constitution in r to slavery, In
ordor that the institution may be placed on a
footing st once more firm and more durable, |
I am aware that unless some collector of the
cssays, circelars, handbills, speeches, pamphlets
nud newapapar arteles to which our present
discussions heve given bisth, shall trensmit to
posterity a fuir sumple of the political literature
of gurday, ourchildren will hardly belisve that
such things were possible, In point of fact,
the statements | have made come short of what
I hear und read, every day. This party and
these opiuioas are precissly opposed to what |
comsider true, wise, and + 1 sincarely be-
lievs that the Interest, thy happioess, the char-

weajih, ull conspire to dster her from such a
course. Her munifest duty, I! seems 10 me, Is
lo retain under the new constitution a more
wmple power over the walject of slavery, than
the did in sitherof her two former ns.
And it is this which I will now endeavor to es-
tablish. _

For the sake of distinctaess, I will present in
saceession, and from different poiots of view,
the great and gesernl sub-divisions into which
ihe subject naturally falls, when weattempt to
consider it in a manner at once just and practi-
oal. My desire is to be distinely understood,
nnd to treat with eandor and m-. and
in the -Iu;'n-t u”-l:;!m”'. subjeet of

t difficulty al :

W' Lot uo sontder firee, tho pupition, interastn,
and cluima, ¢f the owonere of slaves. The gener-
ul estimate i, that not above one In of

e

2.—1 procesd to the second great prineiple,
the power over wlaves which ought to be retained

Uonal history of sluvery in this State, ate aware

wolér and the advancement of this Common- | ¥853

ceut siave-holders, that thess Emanci
dave-holders chiefly come. Itis the old,
hereditary, and to a great extent the large
holding interest of this State that is now
ing the cause of freedom here.
reiribation, which, perhaps, God ma
plish, and it is lm!ill!'zmvidm..
hunds are put to the work. «

A fraction of the slave-bolders,

i
may be two-thirds, or even niwhm

whole number own the | r part, or

'l you like, the whole of the slaves in %
Lt us set thoss slaves down in round n
at 200,000 snd their value st $60,000,000. Now
fieTe is & very large interest, one that uo wise
F just man can for a moment distegard. Aud it
and, as to their binding force,
unquestioned laws, and by long continued, and
*ves Lhough they be conditional, yet constitu-
In my opinion, 1t would be
tate of Kentueky
totuke these sluyes,
of
83
rly
declared that the new constitution ought to con-
properly, ss
orwer constitutions bave done; and
I approve the very words used in both these con-
slitutions.  These, also, are the opinions of Lhe

m:i"fhn they

were for ne other Emancipstion than that
which should be prospective, and Operate exclu-
sively ou slaves born alter the plas had besu ma-
tured, voted by the people, aud commenced its
legal existence; and that they were for secur-
ing as absolutely as under the present constite-
tion, every master'stitle to his slaves now in
being nud to be born up il the vecurrence of
Amoogel candid men It seems Lo
we there can be uo dispute, either as to the
matter of fact or the malter of right, en this

held by ancient,

tional guaranties.
an aet of robbery for the
under these circamsiauces,
or any ef them, from these masters, or any
them, without paying the masters for

s with such principles that 1 have u

tain an explicit protection of this
both our

party with which I act; and
form and on all occasions,

thiat event,

part of the subject.

Claims. howeyer, are set up on behalf of the

slave-holder far beyond this, and of & kind truly

remarkable. He is entitled, so one claim ruas,

1o keep his present slave property in Kentuck)

now; therefore, It is a broach of honesty and
fair dealing to prevent him, and all coming

slave-holders, from keeping other slave property

here In all time 10 come; wherefore, if this be
®0, the Siale having once tolersted slavery, can
And again, he is
sntitled now to the futare increase of hisslaves,
and therefore uo future increase of them to the

aever become a free State.

end of time, can even be put wnder such cir-

cumstances as lo deprive him of the right of
holding them In Kentucky. Such preteusions,
if they were founded in resson, would render
all human progress impossible, and place soci-
oty in chains at the mercy of all despotisms,
aristocincies, close corporatious, feudal tenures,

and intolerable prescriptions, that have eursed
the world and been ob
of fresdom and trath. If, in reality, there is
suy wssignable value that can be put on the
power of the female slave to produce offspring,

which in over and above her persounal value and
independent of it; the slave-holder might have
some shadow of un equitable cluim ou the State,
for thus, in case it were taken from him and the
women left to him. But nothing of the sort is

contemplated. The plan | have long ago pub-
lished, and by which my principles are to be

judged, proposes, that under all circumstances

the master of the mother shall, for the expesse
of rearing the issoe, and even for the benefit of
that issue; have the election up to the moment
when the issue would go free, 10 ¢lect whether
it shall go out of the State ae his slaye, oras &
free person.  As matter of property, therefure,
his right even in the issue is held sacred if he
choosus 1o retain it, and all that is demanded of
hilm is that, il after long warniog, and the
full expression of the will of the people, he pre-
fers to own his slaves still, he will not attemplt
lo obstruct the great scheme of the Common-
wealth, but eall o rsemnve te evine wslir: simve
State, such siaves as may bhave been born after
tha people shiould determine to make Kentueky
afroe Siate. Whatever his slaves may be
worth in the market they will bring; what they
bring is his; and no act of onrs will have re-
tuced their value, in all human probability, »
piach of snutl. If he prefers to retain them ae
his own slaves, it ls his own uffair, and any
State to which he could remove them by sale, he
could remove them to, still more Cceriainly as
his own. If be remsing here, selling his siaves
out of the State, very well—if he prefers to re-
move with them, very well again; the matter
would be at bis own free disposs!, and the ques.
tion of property as touching the slaves would,
in every concelvable result be decided by him-
sell. Yet it is upon this state of case, that the
attempt is made all over Kentueky, to make the
slave-holder believe that they are sbout to be
robbed of $60,000,000; and (0 persuade them
that they have some sort of mystical power (o
force the eternal continuance of slavery in the
State.

The slave-holders have the highest possible
Intesest in settling this whole question, on mod-
erate and reasonable terms. It in highly proba-
bls that the mass of their own children will be-
long to the class of non-slaveholders. Itis cer-
tain that that clase ean, whenever they think
proper, by their immense preponderance, ¢is-
pose of the whole question ns they please; and
it is beyond a doubt certain that they must, at
least, see that it is their interest to change the
matler essentially. No cluss of persons would
profit more by the immense advance in the pros-
pority of the State cousequent upon a change
from a mixed, to a free white population, than
land-holders, which the owners ofslavesgener-
ally are. An advance of 83 per acre In the
price of land over this State, would produee the
pott sum of §71,000,000—to which add the
price of all the slsves wold, and the correspond-
ing sdvance in the value of all the products of

‘the earth after three or four hundred thouwsand

white people had been substituted for the like
or a smaller number of slaves. My deep con-
viction is, that this State would gain many
tmes the entire valae of all her slaves, by the
proposed change, and that the slave-holders
thomselves would be smongst the largest gain-
ersby the event. 1 am aware that it s object-
ed to such statements, that the negroes are n
far better population than the Irish, Dutchand
Yankees, who would, it is sald, su ply their
places. To which I reply, in the first place,
that our own children would, to a L extent,
fill up the vacuum, if we did not force them to
seek & home elsewhere, by preferring our neigh-
bor's slaves to our own flesh and blood; and, in
the second fm. 1 will merely say, it seema= to
me it is the highest proof that one sees his canse
to be desperate when he resorts to arguments,
as once inhuman and absurd,in order to sustain
it. The labor of the foreign population now

in America, ndds more every year to the nation- gres

8l wealth, many times over, than the total value
of all the slaves in this State. We have han-
dreds of milllons of acres of land, worth noth-
ing, simply for the want of people to till it; asd

thera are tens of milllons rand o‘tn-ad
men, who are thus derided, lg::-uld made

bappy by po-unlﬁ it—and at the same time
lddl:o the wealth, powaer, and the develope-
ment of our great smpire. Scattered over Ken-
tucky are thousands of men, who are an honor
to the State, who fall uudet this conderaned and

despised class; and probably the fathers of
of nine-tenths of the people of State were

born in some forvign land, and the fathers of the
majority of in some other State. For
my part, Iso greatly desire 1o see this noble
State made the exclumve abode of the free
white man, that one of the leading motives of all
bt 1:: otolhlﬂl“l: “ﬁ: of s
been the race of Degro
-Imwfth?;nmclﬁ-"mh.

Withbut pressing this aspect of the subject
any hrl.hﬂl:l nl’l say, that the pro-slavery
part of the slave.holders of the State seem to me
to have a fairand well founded claim to a part
of what they demand, namely, the complete
protection and enjoyment of in
b e “l:uu-d‘ bli’.;ﬂ;l‘..“ in
have sla or P
hd,.u":,-ﬂ-d#lh unfounded and un-
reasonabie.

iterated by the sdvance
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power of change.
amongst
of mauki

Gouceive upon what pretext the

of the people, composing the pro-siavery part of
the slave-holders, can demand of the w hole
community an sct, which
of all effective constitutional power over a sub-
ject concernin

fie necessity tfn

tained. And one faequa

hat

tmberent.,

n

ug
o

mnjo

Here

And if this straggle produces no other

resull, for the time,
fm battle, to have broaght

e field of coonflict,

must, at last, determine

that eun, by no poesibility, determine it, floally,

iu but one way,

There is,

% desire

What is

What is

let them do these,
political necessily,
and fail—renew thestruggle, snd suffer and (ail
It is this great lesson which an open
d free lustitutions are teaching the hu-

again.

Eible an
man rase.

lo-duy, but seon, Keatucky will take, must take

another

Theli

Just,

wrong,

Itis

step in

hithat is covering the esrth, cannot turn
o darkuess wpon her pleasant hill sides and

nlong her amili

goes up from the awnkened earth, and the uni-
versal voice of pations shouting in
not fall unhee

people.

1o break their chnins nud burst open their pri-
sonsSbie will not select that day 10 consecrate

her soil 1o eternal slavery, and dedicate her chil-
dren to et rosl wivng.

It is the non-slave-holding pepulation of
Reusucky shas 1s pre-eminently responsible for

the settlement, on fair and just termas, of the
question of slavery here,

ifies them far better than

of

Wihen

*laves, to appreciate all those considerations
of personal and general duty on the one
and right on the other, to which habit and sup-
posed inlerest are so apt to blind the master.

Their daty te t}

of the #l

Ave owners can be, and they are boand
Lo do what, in their

prosperity demand.
makew thein responsible for the result, what-
ever it may be; for they will produce that re-
#ult by the tourse they take. If they now de-
termine to perpetuate slavery in
they willstand very much in the position that
the people of Massschueetts would, if they
were now Lo introduce slavery there; for the
juestion is, at this moment, as completely in
their hands as it could be if there bad never
been m eluve in this State.
the power of comtrolling the subject under the
pew constitution, they will by that aet, proba-
by, render it impossible ever to make this a
free State, ou conditions anything like asad-
vaniageous (0 the masters, 1o the slaves, or to
the State, as are now attainable: for at the end
of thirty or forty years the whele affalr will be
in a very different position from what it is now.
Kentocky, with 600,000 white persons and 200,.
000 slaves, and the whole South wanting slave

Iabor, presents a

Kentucky with 7
slave, and the whole South fully supplied with
slave laber. The une is a question sasily solved,
compared with the other; and all the incressed
difficulty must lie at the door of the non-slave-
holder, if his vote produces it. Indeed there is
no viow of the facts which can be taken, that
does not make the 120,000 non-slaveholders out
of the 140,000 voters of the Stats,
for the issae of a question which it is In their
power, and which it is their duty, as the great
majority, to determine. Responsible to od,

to the

their own families, 10
kind. Let them, therefore, judge fairly and

act jnn!g.luder the burden of this immense
il

responsi

It is by no means my opinion that the nom-
slave-holders should disre
sinve-holders, or fail to consider their interests.
They are bound to consider all the rights and all
the interests involved, and 1o et justly in re-
Amongst the rest, they themselves
great and peculiar interests which it is
thelr cuty fairly to estimate, along with all the
rest, and which are the controlling interests, in
some ots, bacause they aro far the greatest
y and their families are twice as
numerous as the slave-holders and their fami-
liemand slaves; 7 or 8
counting the sluves. The greatest
test number, for the longest
Just rule of all political and social »
Now the institution of slavery is in no point of
view a benofit to those who own no slaves, and
is, in most respects, an evil, an injury, and s

gardwa
have

of all.

curse to

cred ae the rights of property, and fally as im-
portant. The white
fect and far more important, to make his living
by the sweat of his brow, as the master can
have to property in his slave; and he is any
thing but wise, if he consents to make constitu-
tiopal provisiops, which may end in the slave’s
eating up the bread that belongs to his children,
and lgo master's I'orcllﬁ him out of the Stats,
“m-“. r;o: rmi o right, and far more
1 as cleara one
valuabie to the State, 10 better his condition, by
skill and industry, as the master can

) in the enj ol of his slave
e oo L =
he

his
for

tate, to

ity.

them.

&

ground the people will with
sud. Freemen are hmr all
power, that mwasters may exercise
whole matter in tweive
. B There in another and
intereat b be congidered—t

of the whole poplluhrtbo over-

0,000 at the very lesst; what are
the interests, what are the

obligations, what are the dutiesef this

greal
sud prepouderatiog populstion? This is the
element that must
and ot all faturs

other question in thisState.

iu the bosom of all human societies,
aud a power of coaseless
has struggled always, it Is stra
will struggle to the end.
passed—many are still to come.
clearly see the real and
great c!ﬂrlupmunt.
If they will put their hands in
of God,”" he will lead them firmly in the way.
what is right, what is good—let

them do th ene,

ied upon the ears of her generons

If it wers a universal necessi-
ted, and which was, in

small portion

will strip themselves
Which there is the highest pub-

at ample powers should be re-
yat aloss to conceive,

mgre imporiant
greal non-slave-
The mass of the v-

rity of the volers of the State,

rights, what are the

necessarily and fimally, now

times, decide this every
They may be de-
ysed—carried against their
og. No

lying at the heart of the
& guestion of bread, of reli-
Guestion of seccessive gen-
sland the masters of the ques-

but this, it 1s worth the loss
distinetly
the real power that
the great strife, and

progress. It

ling now, it

llures have
Not until men
the only security for their
Will those failures cease.
““the great band

Many

Gnd they will fail uo more.
what is unjust, what is evil—
wuder whatever pretext of
nnd they caunot but suffer

not lost on ue

Perliaps not

this greal school of wisdom.

ng plains. The loud cry that

hope, will

the doy has coms for mankind

Their position qual-
il they were masters

part,

e Slale, is as complete as that

J';lt’igmenl, its glory and
¢ir immeose majorlty

entucky,

If they part with

ﬂ;oblm widely different from
000 white people, 500,000

respousible

the masters, to the sluves, to
osterity, and to man-

gard the rights of the

times as numerous, not

e 1o the

The rights of labor are as sa-
r has a right as per-

ng slaves. The

If it wore 10 be classed
the fundsmental ned undeniable rights
id, there would be & propriety in se-

it, by the common voice, vut of the reach
rbance.

in which all took part, by

:‘l.l rx-erl

piead | which,a

flight from a country they had betraycd.

ly sffecting. This great, upright, si

ment whenever it is made. These are righ
impulses, and should be sacredly respecteg
Still further, they saw and felt that it was ueith
e Wise nor safe Lo part with power to coatre
this and perhaps cve
fectaslly, than andef|
and wit

Kentucky, in the famous addrese of 1

Ir formerconstitations

a settled pu
what they supposed was the
» the open olause,
the new constitution.
differcatiy that public senliment,

expositivn of it

two months ago,
of April 25, simply recognised that probabil-
ity, and withoat
Open clsuse, shaped its courseso s o act with
it or without it, secording us it might eor might
aot be placed in the constitution.

Of late, the Democratic press and party in
the State, #o far s they are pro-slavery, have
seen New light and torped a sharp corner, and
now denounce this opea clause as an abolitiosn
contrivauce, thoogh sudorsed originally by the
high names of Thomas Meteaife and Ben. Har-
din, heading the famous list of the 51 and the
Whig pro-siavery press and party are rapidly
discovering the same light, and turning the
same corner. And this is but & sample of whst
bas happened, in connection with ihis wiols
subject of the call of this couvestion, the
schemes to amend the Coustitution, aud the
plan te increase and perpetuate slavery. From
beginning to emd, the whole proceeding has
been a disreputable party joggle. The conven-
tion was not called for any greal or well con-
sidered object—but parties weoe afraid to o
mit themeelves againet it, and for panty obyects
united in calling it. The scheme of amend.
mentis and the Aamous address of the cighty-one,
m 1847, is a State paper which for the Tepata-
tion of the country, ought 1o be forgotien; nnd
was another proofl that the maln-spring of ac-
tion amongst all partics was & matgs! appre-
heosion of each other, under & gepera
for party sggravdisement Duriug the past
winter, Iin the Legislaturs ot Frankiort, the
question of slavery became the test amongst
parties, and the great question was which shou|d
gain most, by most thoroughly committing it-
selffor slavery; each believiog it to be proba-
bie that the State would continue slavery, snd
each knowing that a therough pro-sinvery par-
ty is the blindest and the fiercest of all partiea.
Now is it not mournful to see » greatl people
made the tool and sport of soeh persous and
such proceedings! A great State, in a great
crinia, loseed to and fre by the little party taerie
and the little selfish schiomes of [ittle men,
who, by the visitation of God, happea to bave
some control over & great subject, and
fluence I a great Commonweslth'
Rentucky, is
opinions, your principles, and your eharncter
t0 be made the sport of those who make & trade
of eoiihn? If you think sluvary i sighe, cay
80, fender a maniul reason for it, and set it up
eternally. But for shume's sake, let not the
tricks of miner politiciaus, the pretexts of par-
ty leaders, and the influenes of mere paity
names and party ends, deter or seduce you inlo
an abandonment of vour honest coavictions. s
fAagraut sacrifice of your clear wepss of right,
and n fatal sarreader of political power. The
platform of the Frankfort convention—no in-
crease of slavery—no perpstual establishment
of slavery—no igjastice to masters—no sudden
and violent Emancipation—bat time to think
calmly, aad power to act as experience shall
dictate—is not this your own setiled view on
this subject? Is not thisabout what you would
say if, man by man, you were asked what you
desired?

3. The Commernwealth harself, the whole
monwealth, is the great party ts these proceed-
ings. The mea of all parties, who love the
State, more than they love their party oreven
their personal interests; the men .who de not
act simply because it is the lead of their party;
the community at large, as distinguished from
all the parties contained in its bosom, aud as ex-
alted above the constitution which it may form,
and the government it may iostall; this is the
great party to thess transactions,
munity is called to act in the greatest matter
about which it can be s The sovercign
suthority, once more, afler the lapse of haif &

-

-

Mine 1n-

Com-

The whole order of society is to pass before it in
review, and the foundations of the Siats to be
Ilaid afresh. W hatever human experience has
gathered during those fifly years, whatever po-
litical wisdom has brought forth, or profound
researches developed, or the gigantic progress
of mankind preduced during the most evegtfal
period Ia the history of the worid; al), all,ls
open for our use! How clear isit, that Ken-
tucky should place in a couvention iavested
with sueh transcendent powers, nons bat pure,
wise, enlightened and trustful wen; and that
such men, when they are met, should aet for
Kentucky; for all Kenlucky, snd for her high-
cstand largest good; and that Kentucky, there-
fore, is the great party in these affairs’

Now is it for the interest, the honor, the
riches, the power, the glory, the peace, the ad-
mt.’&o happiness, of this great Com-
monwealth, to exert her sovereign power, in
such a way, and to the intent, that involuntary,
hereditary, dumestic n slavery shall be in-
definitely increased and everiastingly estsblish-
ed in her bosom! Men of Kentueky, ask your-
selves that question; then lay your hands on
your hearts and saswer it!

In it her bounden duty 1o increase and to per-
peluate an institulion which the whole civilised
world except the fifteen slave States on this
confinent, and the Empire of Brazil, unites in
condemning and dencuncing? In it her sacred
duty to set st defiance the voice of the human
racel ls it Inid upon bher by an irresistable ob-

og for freedom, and looking to this couutry
oxamples of liberty, justies aud right?

Is it wise inlher to&nnu a course which can
have no other effect, than to reduce her streagth
and numbers when compared with her asister
States, making it more and more certain, that
her position on the ecale of States must sink
lower and lower with sach returning oationsl
census; cutling herself off from the possibility
of taking rank with the greatest of all, aud
forcing herself downward amougst the weakest
of all, losing her relative power and coose-
quence, in the Union at avery step of her pro-

1

Is it politic in her, to foster, to stimulate, and
to make sternal an institution, by means of
she cannot trust in peace, or
rely on in war; hestile by its uatare, its position,
its injuries and its utter hopelessness, shall
made a perpetual and an lucreasing element of
her social system, eating up the bread that
would sustain s devoled and heroic yeomanry,
ing Lhe substance which sheuld cherish her
mxh.dlldnn. and bringing evil and
temptation over every (hreshold they pass!
Is it lnid on her by some fatal necemsity, to

yetems, E.uon, to do this in the face of a world strug-

&

) ©re is ane wspect of this question, regard-
ing the great masses of the people, lhnhh:”l"

-heart-
ed population is, in the main, theroughly sound
on thissubject. They do not approve of sla-
very—they do not wish it increnssd—they are

other subject, more of-

one accord the convention iy i
g k{‘l-r: From the Ahmednisggar Mission, [udia, ask-
signed by ei hty-ome persone, bowing to this as
ic opinion, pledged themselves to

a8 10 the mode of
terpreted

and have ul.
Ways opposed chiat open clunse—deeming it svil

i principle and mischievous in practice. But
presuming, from the slate of parties as late as

that it might be made » part
of the constitution, the Frankfort convenlion,

approving or condemming the

struggle |

Pn‘rp & ol |
it wotthy of you to permit yoar |

A great com- |

century, appears spon the theatre of affwirs. |
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

lm.ovanmuhuﬂm._
mmw]hﬂul'oflhm.flm
of the American Bible Society was hell on
Thursday afterncon last, Hon. L. Bradish, Vice

s nature, right, beyond uls, it t de- [ not willing to make it any larger or any strong- . in hair.
mlbhnlgﬁiﬂodyand Pzd.?;dt;gomﬁa.. er than ﬁ Is, far lesn {o mtlke it p{ etual. Pm.-;t ”m” : resenied the. state of the se-
beyond the power of the State, | This is the settled feeling of Kentueky, beyond

It as it actually is—an institution | 2il reasonable doubt. It is, no doubt, also true, [ ©0UALs, showing that ihe recsipts of the month
et ’I‘I small portion of the are lh:: they d'o I:et wish 1o be driven into auy |of Juns had been $27,150,
nleres ut all—to which a much r num- | *cheme o mancipation at present. The s
ber are utterly hostile than there ll::‘;f those | have net fully considersd the r"‘-‘u‘!‘fL Ih‘; u,m — A‘:MM“* mt::
Who are bevefited by it; & means of incalcula- | $re not satisfied a8 to what woald be precisety | ‘2 month had besn &ty ; Soples
ble injury to the great majori of the people, of | the reoarse. They desire 1o do what is | Bible and Testamest. Six new societic were
OFFrmlnn and wrong to aves themselves, | fair and liberal by the owners of slaves, and if | recognised as auzlliariee—one in fsdb A&, One
of falal damage to the State; one is at a loss to possible, to satisfy them, in the great move

* |ia North Carolina, sne in Florids, one in Geor-
; gia, and two in Texas.

.| Letters from the British and Foreign Bible
| | Society respectiog a version for the Irish, and
also the new version in the Chinese Ianguage.
' | Reforred 1o the Committees on Versions.

ing aaappropriation of §1,000 to aid the mis-
sion in the publication of the Seriptares. The
appropriation was made.

From the Rev. Mr. Dames, of Honclalu, at
the Sandwich lslands, upr-_’ﬂ‘ p-:‘ll m

fude fow tihve Ditles he had sane
several inleresting facts, lho-iz the valee of
the books among sailors, many of whom read
the Bible through cnce every voysge lhey
make  The Portuguese Bibles are upe

ful smnong seamen, who speak that
The Roman Catholi wmiuul:cf“"— read it
giadly.

| " From the Rev. Mr. Parking, of the Mission
to the Nestorians of Persia, expressing the grat-
itade of the mission for the aid received to
print the Bible ia moders Syriac, aad staiing
the progress in that work. The revisal of 1e-
lIgion among that Interesting people has in-
creased the desire for the more sap-
ply of the Scriptures; and the od-
uess of the pare word of God to the seul of
man, han been exhibited by many striking facts,
o the history of that work of grace.

Grants of Bibles were mads to Ohlo, Ver-
mout, to the Home Mismonary Soclety for Cai-
ifornia, lo distribule the Bible there,
soxiliary societies, and seton fool measures for
the systematic cireulstion of the Scriptures in
that important feld.

Cumintiax Missions v lxpia—~From n stale,
ment made last Sabbath evening at the Fifth
| Avenue Charch, (Dr. Phillips's) by the Hon.
(Mr. Lowrie, Secrstary of the Presbyterian
Genernl Assembly’s Board, we gather the fol-
lowing general view of christian missions m
| lodia:

Tuers are in Northern India 100 missionaries,
124 native assistants, 130 schools, 10,576 schel-
'ars, and 2,946 church members; and in South-
{ern India aud Ceylon, 171 missionare, 612 na-
live assislants, 956'schocls, 26,258 scholars, gnd
14,595 charch members. Thers is s vast
in the interior of Indls, exteading for

andred miles in each direction, which has
never yel been visited by a Christian missions-
rv.
| The missionarics and schools sbove refersed

o are supporied by the following British nad
| American Societies, viz: the Church Missioas-
v Soclaly sustained by the evangelical portions
of the English Church; the Wesieyan Mission-
ary Society; the London Missionary Soclety;
the Gospel Propagstion Society of the High
Church party, which wers doing a noble work
in Todia; the Eaglish Baptists; the Free Church
of Seotland; the American Baptists, end the
American Board.

Coxarzaarionarisn v Jows.—Congregation
alima is takiog root and spreading itseil rapidly
in lowa, Young asthis State is, and smallas
I8 its popuiation, it has siready forty Congrege-
tional churches; and at the recent mesting of
the General Association of lows, there were 36
members pressnt, of whom 20 were ministersof

the Gospel, not including delegutes from foreign
vodies.

| Barrer Miesions.—The Missionary Union,

sxys a report submitted at its anaiversary meet-

ing, recontly held at Philadelphia, “has closed

s financial year, which ia some respects has
| had ne equal in the history of our missionary
| eervies. The missions, as a whole, have wronght
{a greater work, contributors have showna
| strenger determination to sustain them, aad the
| feide in which they are planted have given pro-
| mise of richer harvests, thaa in any other year
| since our first missionary reached Barmah.'"

AGRICULTURAL.

From the American Agriculturie:,

Worx voz Jouy, Sovtn—Working Cotten
| Ficlda.—As a genersl rale, give your cotten

crop ils lasl working this moath. Some ema-

sons, the weeds are too large 1o extirpate with

the plow without injary, even before the 10th.
| Keep the fields clean, whether your inteation is
rotation, In your falure crope, or cotlon to sae-
ceed cotton. It will save labor pext year.

Tobaceo Fields.—FPay particular sitention to
| your tobaceo plants, by lﬂppl:’ thew, or nip-
| ping off the buds with the aid of the finger and
| thumb nail, as scon s they have frem twelve
| 0 fourteen leaves, or abomt koee
care not to destroy the small leaves
buds; for, if the land be good and
favorable, the very top leaves will, ina
| me, be pearly as large, and ripen quits as
| an the lower snes, whereby two or
leaves may be saved; thas ebhlaln’.
teend o eighieen leaves inatead o
fourteen. As Lhe topping of the
sential to promols the growth and
ripening of the leaves, this
| be commenced the instant the bud shows a
position to go to seed, and should be
immediately by removing the suckers as

they » k
! mcmﬁrrau.—mw-m
| enrly-planted corn may now be stri for fod-
| der. Luh..l-ak.lrhnll.o- ar,
i change from & green loa whitish cast; thea tien
lumdzluru to liseli, snd threst the end of the
| tie between the ear and stalk. The stalksshounld
| not be broken down, as this weuld
| time to strip off the blades; benides,
| 8 gain In the end; for it will sooner
from raln. Let the sare be wall
| stacking.
| ing bat
| R o phastgn et
as as

) the earth drawn towarde them
with ahoe.

Cutting Millet —Millet should be cut
| whea jest beginning to tarn, iFintended for
| feeding, and treatad ia the same manner as are
osls.

i

§ finﬁill

i

i
!

i

i
f

|

i
i

ot B
g“I . il not :'--q" “’&n
t.:v'-.'-:lr the ‘-i the
spring up, and given
for
;:[z.hj p'?‘k in n,:?:tw walering
S

o

wiseer bite. - fiake -




